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To be continued every THURSDAY. 





-Tuurspay, February the 6th, 1755. 





Uno avulfo non deficit alter 
Aureus, et fimili frondefcit virga metallo. 
VirG. 


H OUGH LI have ftudied the ways 


POs i vas of men with the ftricteft application 


¢* for many years,- I muft ingenuoufly 


> confefs my inability to dive into the 

\) fecrets of one particular fociety, the 

members of which, by their fupe- 

rior capacities, have hitherto inveloped themfelves in an 
impenetrable cloud of myftery. Every body muft have 
obferved that in all public places in this kingdom there 
are {warms of adventurers, who neither derive any pof- 


{effions from provident anceftors, nor are of any pro- 
feffion» 
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feffion, yet who figure moft {plendidly both in the great 
and {mall world, to the amazement of all who know 

them. The only anfwer I could ever obtain, when I 

have enquired how Mr. Such-a-one, a member of this 

fociety lived, was, The Lord knows. Which anfwer 

one would think fhould imply, that He who feedeth the 

ravens, and cloatheth che lillies of the field, had thus plen- 

tifully provided for them, imperceptible to the eyes of. 
other mortals. But as the lives of thefe gentlemen feem 

to claim no fuch indulgence from Heaven, I fhould have 

entertained a very uncomplaifant opinion of them, if 
the legiflature, by the repeal of the witch a&, had not 

taught-me to believe that our intercourfe with the devil 
was entirely at an end. In the midft of my doubts the 

following letter gave me perfect fatisfaction. 


Yo Mr. Fitz-Apvam. 

SIR, 
AxouT ten years ago the public was entertained with 
a very fanciful performance, entitled Hermippus Redivi- 
vus, or the Sage’s triumph over old age and the grave. 
Though the ingenious author modeftly fets out with 
fhewing the poffibility of a man’s extending the fpan of 
life to a longer fpace than he generally now enjoys, by 
inhaling the falubrious breath of unpoluted virgins ; yet 
“by degrees, almoft imperceptible to the reader, he flides 
into the Hermetic philofophy, of which he is an en- 
thufiaftic admirer, and becomes, before the conclufion 
of his book, as thorough a believer in the power of the 
STONE and UNIVERSAL ELIXIR, as if he had been per- 
fonally prefent when an adept had made projection. He 


introduces feveral moft furprizing ftories concerning 
philofophers, who being {killed in the arcanum, lived 
for three or four centuries in the moft unimpaired vi- 


- gour 
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gour both of mind and body. But as the moft énviable 
ftate of human felicity is imperfe@, though thefe fages 
were mafters of that omnipctent metal, which can make 
knaves honeft, blockheads wits, and cowards heroes; 
which yields in the eftablifhed commerce of the world, 
all the neceflaries, emoluments and luxuries of life, and 
almoft deifies it’s poffeffors; they were frequently ne- 
ceffitated to lead the lives of vagabonds, and to fkulk 
from the obfervation of mankind in the darkeft fthades 
of obfcurity. 

AMONG many other furprizing ftories, he gives an 
account of a ftranger who fome time ago refided at Ve- 
nice. It was very remarkable, he fays, that this man, 
though he lived in the utmoft affluence and fplendor, 
was unacquainted with any perfon belonging to the ci- 
ty before he came thither ; that he followed no trade 
or merchandize ; that he had no property in the com- 
mon funds of the ftate; nor ever received any remit- 
tance from abroad ; yet abounded in wealth, till an ac- 
cident, which he relates, drove him from Italy, from 
whence he fuddenly difappeared, and no mortal ever 
‘learnt from what place he came, or whither he went. 

Ir this man was an Hermetic philofopher, in poffef- 
fion of the great fecret, as the author infinuates, I am 
enclined to think, from a fimilarity of circumftances, 
that we have at this very time a great number of that 
fe& in this metropolis, who, for the good of the na- 
tion, make gold at their pleafure. I have had the hap- 
pinefs of an acquaintance with feveral of thefe great 
men, who without any vifible means of livelihood, have 


‘fhone forth with uncommon luftre for a time, and then, 
to the regret of crowds of taylors, woollen-drapers, lace- 
men, mercers, milliners, &c. have fuddenly difappear- 


ed, 
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ed, and nobody ever knew.the place of their rétirement. 
. This fpeedy retreat I attribute to their fears left the ftate 
fhould difcover from what fource their wealth arofe, and 


force them by it’s power to proftitute fo facred and in- 


eftimable a {cience to the deftrudtive views of ambition. 

Ir has been obferved of feveral of thefe philofophers, 
that they have pretended to be of fome lucrative pro- 
feffion or employment, in order, as is fuppofed, to thel- 
ter themfelves from the prying eyes of certain individuals 
who are apt, from I know not what old-fafhioned no- 
tion, toregard very coolly thofe perfons, who being in 
poffeffion of no lands or chattels by inheritance, are un- 
connected with fociety, and do not lend a helping hand 
in fupplying fomething to the real or imaginary wants of 
mankind. Many have affected to be thought the heirs 
of rich uncles or aunts in the country, from whom they 
were fupplied with the comfortable fufficiencies for gen- 
teel life: while others have infinuated by their friends, 
that someBopy has left them somETHING SOMEWHERE; 
and fo feigned that they lived (as honeft people phrate 
it) dy their means. But before enquiry could be made 
into thofe means (if I may have leave to borrow a {crip- 
ture expreflion) they went hence, aud were no more Seen. 

I REMEMBER a few years ago, there was a particular 
coffee-houfe about Covent-gardéen, much frequented by 
thefe adepts, which a friend of mine, a man of wit and 
humour, ufed ludicroufly to call the ANNUAL coffee- 
houfe, as the fame face was feldom obferved to stow 
there a fecond year. But of late they have been cautious 
of raifing any fufpicion by affembling in too great num- 
bers together, and are therefore difperfed through all the 
coffee-houfes in the idle and genteel part of this city. 

I'woutD not be underftood from any thing I have 


faid, 
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{aid} toinfer that ‘none of this refpectable {ea evertake 
up their fixed refidence in town’; for I have: known fe- 
-verali and their families who have conftantly dwelt here, 
and who,. to the aftonifhment of the whole circle of their 
acquaintance, have lived for twenty years together in 
great fplendor and luxury, fpent every year as much as 
their original principal’ fortune amounted to, and fill 
flouri(h on in the fame»manner. 

Every one in high life muft, Idarefay, have ob- 
feved, that no people live fo: well as thofe whom 
the world pronounces to be ruineD. I have known 
many of thefe RUINED? perfons, both peers and com- 
moners, riot in every luxury and) extravagance, while 
the haughty owners of thoufands of unmortgaged acres 
have repined and fickened at their fuperior enjoyments, 
In: fhort,. fuch has been my aflociation of ideas of late, 
that when I hear any man pronounced RUINED, Lim- 
mediately conclude, by that expreffion, that he has, been 
admitted by the fraternity into the ineftimable fecret of 
the Hermetic philofophy. 

But however. defirous the poffefiors of this First 
SCIENCE may be of appearing to draw their fubfiftance 
from the common and. vulgar fupplies_of land, trade, 
ftocks or profeflions, rather than have it fufpected from 
whence their myfterious finances arife, yet fuch num- 
bers now abound of all ranks and conditions, that the 
government, I am told, begins to entertain an idea, or, 
as the vulgar phrafe it, to have an énkling of the matter. 
Indeed Iam greatly furprized that the affair was not 
found out fooner ; for it is mathematically demonftrable 
that if Great Britain and Ireland were large enough to 
hold all the boafted poffeffions of thefe nominal land- 
owners, the dominions of his prefent Majefty would 


exceed 
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exceed the blufter ofa Spanith title, and be larger than 
the four quarters .of the globe joined together, But 
here let me ftop, and not endeavour to reveal more of 
that fcience, which is deftined by fate toremain a fecret 
from all but the tru'y initiated ; left by farther prophane 
babbling the prefent fons of Hermes fhould take um- 
brage, ‘and transfer the unfpeakable advantages that ac- 
crue to fociety from their prefence, to lands of more 
faith, and lefs curiofity. I-could with therefore that 
the adminiftration would fupprefs all farther enquiries 
about thefe affairs, and be contented, like honeft plain 
tradefmen, who grow rich they cannot tell how, to 
receive that inundation of wealth, which flows fo un- 
accountable into the kingdom, without troubling their 
repofe by an over-great folicitude to know the fource it 
fprings from ; for fear, like fairy favours, the bleffing 
fhould be fnatched from the land, for the unpardonable 

crime of endeavouring to fatisfy a prohibited curiofity. 

Jam, 
SIR, 
Your moft obedient humble fervont, 

A. Z. 
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